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By Todd Stone

On Sept. 27, the Gallows Run
watershed experienced the extreme
weather that much of the rest of the
country had all summer. Local farmers
report their rain gauges topping out at
6 inches in two-and-a-half hours from
an unforecast cloudburst. Soaked fields
and lawns couldn’t handle that load,
and stormwater ran into our creeks in
unprecedented volume and almost
unbelievable intensity. Flooding closed
state and local roads. Recent major
infrastructure improvements on the
Gallows Run were torture-tested and
PennDOT work crews have been at
work ever since. 

PennDOT’s recently completed
streambed stabilization project on the
Gallows Run at Kintner Hill Road and
Route 611 suffered minor damage. The
good news is that trout habitat
was improved by creation of sev-
eral new holding holes. Bucks County’s
recent renovation of the 1826 double-
arched stone bridge over the Gallows
Run at Old Easton Highway in
Kintnersville proved solid, withstanding
the torrential flow without damage.
Durham Township faces $20 thousand
worth of repairs on Lehnenberg, Mine
Hill, and Old Furnace Roads.

All this rain came on the heels of
a normally wet summer, but stream
flow and water levels were oddly low
nonetheless, and levels dropped again
soon after the flood. A recent study
made by Palisades School district has
shown a steep drop in water levels in
that part of our watershed, a situation
we’ll be watching with interest. 

Nockamixon has taken a great
step forward in its stewardship of our
valuable shared water resource with its
enactment of a new Well Protection
Ordinance, which links future develop-
ment to groundwater availability and
quality standards. This is key to preserving
the rural nature we enjoy in Upper Bucks,
without impinging on our neighbors’
rights to safe and abundant drinking
water. But more needs to be learned about
our watershed’s annual “water budget.”

Recent extreme rainfall tests streambank
repairs; groundwater levels test erratic

Letter From the President

continued on page 7

A sudden cloudburst on Sunday, Sept. 28 dropped more than six inches of rain in our local-
ized area in less than three hours. The result was some of the most stunning flash flooding
seen since Hurricane Ivan in 2004. Here, the feeder brook that runs alongside Center Hill
Road in Ferndale jumps over the driveway of Lorrie Martin's house just east of the Rt. 611
intersection. When this image was snapped, the water had already receded considerably from
its greatest depth, at which point the road was completely obscured and a person was unable
to stand in the current without being knocked over. Emergency management had to close the
road for more than four hours until it was again passable. – Photo by Shelly Sickbert

RESERVE THE DATE!
Be sure to attend our 6th annual 

Members Meeting at 7:00 PM
Thursday, November 20

Johnny Mac’s American Grill
Kintnersville
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by Kent Baird

Preparing yourself for higher energy
costs doesn’t have to be painful or dra-
matic. Start with simple changes in each
category of your energy use. By the time
you know it, energy conservation will
become a habit. 

The following is by no means a
complete list. Consider it the first
installment to a larger checklist: one
step at a time. 

1. Lighting
• Compact fluorescent bulbs use about

75% less energy than incandescent
bulbs and last 10 times longer.

• LED light bulbs cost more but last
nearly 50 times longer than incandes-
cent bulbs.

• Buy one of each and experiment with
the quality of light they provide. 

2. Appliances
• If your refrigerator is older than 1993,

it’s time to upgrade to an Energy Star
model.

• If your dishwasher is older than 1994,
it’s time to upgrade it to an Energy
Star model. 

• Statistics suggest we use more water
by hand washing dishes, and even
pre-rinsing. If you want to pre-
rinse/scrape your dishes, fill one pot
with sudsy water and use it to dip
your brush or rag into, rather than
allowing water to run freely. 

3. Computers, electronics, etc. 
• Turn off your computer and its

peripherals at the power strip when
not in use for more than an hour.

• Unplug cell phone chargers and
other LED devices when not in use.

• Purchase a “Kill-a-Watt” to measure
the kilowatt hours your little devices
or appliances are using–you’ll see
how they quickly add up. 

EarthWatch

We advocate on behalf of sound environmental steward-
ship, sustainable land management, and the preservation
of the rural character of our communities here in Bucks
County Pennsylvania. Our tools include educational out-
reach, active participation in the legal processes that affect
local land use, and a strategic partnership with other
organizations that share our objective.

UPPER BUCKS FUTURES is a semi-annual newsletter
published by the Gallows Run Watershed Association
(GRWA). The publishers make every effort to confirm facts,
dates, etc. We apologize for any typographical errors that
may inadvertently slip by our proofreaders, but we cannot be
responsible for any inconvenience that results from such errors.

Need more information about or wish to join GRWA?
Contact us:

Gallows Run Watershed Association
PO Box 24 • Kintnersville, PA 18930 

Phone (610) 346-8997
info@grwabucks.org • www.grwabucks.org
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GRWA President & Publisher – Todd Stone

Editor/Designer – Mary A. Shafer
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Todd Stone, Dr. Steve Donovan, Dr. Bob Stanfield, 
Bill Brokaw, Sue Ellen Noonan, Sanci Tenney, 

Kent Baird, Mary Shafer, Shelly Sickbert
Webmaster

Bill Brokaw & The Stream Team

5 Little Steps Toward Energy Efficiency

Part of the group of volunteers during the Gallows Run and Lynn Island clean-up, sponsored
by the GRWA on November 1. The Pennsylvania DCNR provided canoes to access the
island for the first clean-up of debris left from 2006 flooding. After the clean-up, the sixteen
volunteers joined DCNR Environmental Education Specialist Ian Kindle on a walk to view
a rare bald eagle's nest on the island. Pumpkins were found growing wild in the interior brush.
There is still lots more work to do on the island. – Photo by Julia Brokaw

continued on page 4



The Tree Squad: Thousand Trees Initiative Celebrates First Birthday
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By Bill Brokaw

The Tree Squad, a
group of Palisades High
School students work-
ing under the auspices
of the Academy and
often in concert with
the GRWA, is entering
the second year of its
1000 Trees initiative.
This project was
launched in the spring
of 2007 with a goal of
planting a thousand
trees in the Palisades

School District. Now well underway,
the initiative was kicked off with the
donation of bare root seedlings from
Heritage Conservancy. Approximately
50 swamp white oaks, locust trees and
dogwoods were donated. 

The Tree Squad was formed to
develop a way to distribute these
seedlings and take the effort a step far-
ther. In addition to growing and physi-
cally planting new trees, the objective
is to raise awareness about the value of
trees and to get the community
involved in doing something positive
for the environment.

The original bare root seedlings
from Heritage Conservancy were pot-
ted and cared for over the summer,
then distributed at Community Day
events and stream clean-ups in 2007.
The Tree Squad collected information
about where people said they would
plant their trees, and compiled these
data in a geographic information sys-
tem (GIS). An Internet-based map was
created from the GIS to show the tree
planting locations and to monitor the
progress of the initiative. To see the
1000 Trees map online, visit the
Gallows Run Watershed Association
website at http://www.grwabucks.org
and click on the 1000 Trees link.

In fall 2007, the Tree Squad col-
lected acorns and hickory nuts to ger-
minate over the winter. Approximately
one hundred new trees were propagat-
ed from these nuts for distribution to
the community. These seedlings were
again distributed at Community Day
events in 2008, and the community
response continues to be very positive.

4. Water Usage
• Purchase a showerhead that uses 1.8

gallons/minute or less. Check online
reviews—some offer more comfort-
able spray than others. A typical per-
son uses 20 gallons per shower; using
less hot water means less energy
needed to heat the water. 

• Either wash all your laundry in cold
water, or at least start the laundry
day with cold and end with hot.
Jumping back and forth wastes
water—most importantly, hot water. 

5. Heating 
• Install a programmable thermostat,

then actually to learn to use it. 
• Air leaks cause 35-40% of your heat

loss. It isn’t just your windows:
Check for missing insulation and
moisture damage. Then weatherize,
caulk and seal the gaps. 

• Attic insulation should be higher
than, and cover your joists (the
beams you’d stand on in your attic).

The above steps may seem small,
but forcing yourself to actually do them
is what will make the difference.  8

Kent Baird provides clients with energy
solutions meant to keep their homes or
businesses running smoothly, through his
company, Ever-Green Solutions, LLC.
www.ever-greensolutions.com

EarthWatch
continued from page 2

Energy Savings

To assist people with correctly
planting their seedlings, the Tree
Squad created a short video and posted
it on YouTube. The video can also be
viewed through a link at the GRWA
website or by going to YouTube.com
and typing “Plant Your Tree” in the
search window. 

In an effort to obtain funding to
further promote the 1000 Trees initia-
tive, the Tree Squad applied for a small
grant from Ashoka, an international
non-profit organization that funds
Youth Venture (http://www.genv.net/). 

Youth Venture helps teams of
young people start new youth-led
organizations. The Tree Squad was
awarded a $1000 grant towards the
1000 Trees project, and was selected as
one of five Grand Prize winners. Youth
Venture sponsored the squad to attend
a four-day Environmental Boot Camp
at the University of Florida in
Gainesville this past summer. There,
they were joined by teams from
throughout the country in studying
environmental issues.

The Tree Squad is continuing its
efforts by collecting acorns and nuts to
propagate new trees, updating its
online map and developing ways to
reach out to the community. It is also
working with the Palisades Middle
School Watershed Integration Program
and the Durham Nockamixon
Elementary School Environmental
Club to get more students involved.  

The Tree Squad welcomes assis-
tance from the community, especially
from those who will accept and plant
trees on their properties. Trees are
essential for the life and well-being of
our planet. A single tree will absorb a
significant amount of carbon dioxide
throughout its life. It provides habitat
and food for wildlife. It purifies and
recycles water. The roots hold soil in
place and create stability. It provides
shade in the summer and helps block
cold winds in the winter. A healthy
tree also looks great and improves
property value.  

Contact the Tree Squad to become
part of this effort to improve our natural
environment. The e-mail address is
The.Tree.Squad@gmail.com.  0

Bucks County Soil Conservation riparian buffer planting on
Gallows Run. Details at grwabucks.org.  Photo by S. Noonan



By Dr. Stephen Donovan

The Good News
The Nockamixon Well Protection

Ordinance was challenged in August
on the grounds that it exceeded the
International Plumbing Code of 2006
incorporated in the Uniform
Construction Code (UCC). It was
adopted without review of the Bureau
of Occupational and Industrial Safety
(BOIS), which administers the UCC in
Pennsylvania. The BOIS ruled this
month that it rejected the complaint.

The suit against Nockamixon
Township by Arbor Resources, Pasadena
Oil and Gas Wyoming and Hook ’Em
Energy Partners was dismissed by Judge
Clyde Waite in September. The suit
claimed that local ordinances are super-
seded by state regulations under the
Pennsylvania Oil and Gas Act. The
impli cation was that if the drillers
 comply with State regulations, they
need not comply with local regulations. 

Judge Waite ruled that pursuant to
the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code (MPC), those local ordi-
nances ought to be enforceable despite
the Oil and Gas Act. More information
on this decision may be found online at:
• http://www.riverreporter.com/issues/08-

10-02/briefs.html     
• http://www.phillyburbs.com/pb-dyn/

news/113-09302008-1598679.html
Judge Waite’s decision has been appealed.

The Lower Delaware River Wild
and Scenic Management Committee
(LDRWSMC) voted last month to
spend $25,000 for testing of water
before gas drilling begins in Upper
Bucks. This will help provide a baseline
for comparison data, should our water-
ways become contaminated. It is unclear
whether any of this money can be used
to test private wells next to a drilling
operation. If not, this would need to be
done at the expense of the landowner.
Interested parties should refer back to

an article by this writer in the Summer
2007 issue of Upper Bucks Futures on
what chemicals to test for if gas drilling
is imminent and is close to your well.
That article remains posted at the GRWA
website at http://www.grwabucks.org/
FUTURES/futures_index.html.

The Delaware River Basin
Commission (DRBC) has made it
known that it needs to approve any gas
drilling operations in the Marcellus
Shale formations. The DRBC has legal
authority over both water quality- and
quantity-related issues throughout the
basin. This by inference should include
the Gallows Run Watershed, since we
are also in the Delaware River basin. The
DRBC is concerned about the possible
release of chemicals from the fracking
operations, among other concerns.
Read more online at http://www.state.nj.
us/drbc/naturalgas.htm.

Some progress has been made
regarding water impacts caused by gas
drillers. The Pennsylvania DEP recently
ruled that it had to outline the use and
disposal of water for gas drilling opera-
tions. This came about because the
drillers could use large amounts of water,
and when it is disposed of, it could
 contain harmful chemicals from the
fracking operation. 

The Not-So-Good News
The problem with this ruling is

that it applies only to the Marcellus
Shale rock formation, and our area is
not located in this formation.  

When the DEP was asked by
Nockamixon Supervisor Nancy Janyszeski
to include our geology in this ruling, DEP
representatives Tom Rathbun and Teresa
Candori said Janyszeski and members of
The Lower Delaware River Wild and
Scenic Management Committee (LDR-
WSMC) misunderstand the regulations.
Rathbun believes the gas wells in Upper
Bucks involve only vertical drilling,
saying, “Arbor has permits to drill ver-
tical wells in the state. They have not
applied for horizontal permits and

haven’t shown any intention to.”
Teresa Candori said, “If there is concern
over groundwater, then yes, they don’t
understand what the amendments are.”  

We find this statement from DEP
officials not only condescending, but
also very shortsighted. There is no reason
to believe Arbor Resources will not
eventually utilize lateral drilling if they’re
successful with the traditional vertical
well. It’s true they will have to apply for
a lateral drilling permit, but that’s a simple
matter. More importantly, to develop a
traditional vertical gas well, a large
amount of water can be used and the
chemicals are just as toxic as, if not iden-
tical to, those used to frack a lateral well.  

We need to make our wishes known
to the state DEP that the quantity and
quality issues of our groundwater supply
are not very different to those in the
Marcellus Shale rock formation. Perhaps
we need to have conversations with the
DEP, so its personnel will have a better
understanding of our concerns, and
then include us in their amendments.
A recent newspaper article about this
matter is online at http://www.philly
burbs.com/pb-dyn/news/113-10082008-
1602492.html.

Water Testing Primer
The theme in the above notes is

that we need to test for contamination
from fracking operations. The best way
to find contamination is to know what
chemicals to look for in a water assay.
It’s hard to recognize something if you
don’t know what test to run. The PA
DEP, the DRBC, the LDRWSMC, local
townships, and local stakeholders would
all like to know what the ingredients in
the fracking solutions are, so that the
appropriate tests can be carried out. 

The problem is a federal law
excepting the oil and gas industry from
being required to tell us what chemicals
they are using and may be putting into
our water. In 2005, at the urging of Vice

Water Watch

Update: Well Protection Ordinance survives challenge;
serious water quality threat looms from gas drilling

4
continued on next page



President and former Halliburton CEO
Dick Cheney, Congress specifically and
uniquely EXEMPTED gas and oil fracking
from The Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA) as part of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005. It should be pointed out
that Halliburton largely invented frack-
ing and is a major player in that industry. 

It’s time that governmental agen-
cies tasked with ensuring the quality of
our water join together to request
this vital information that would other-
wise be required of any operation using
harmful chemicals by the Emergency
Planning and Community Right-to-
Know Act (EPCRA), the Federal
Clean Water Act and the Federal Safe
Drinking Water Act (see http:/
/www.epa.gov/epahome/ r2k.htm). 

The constitution of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania clearly
states we have the right to clean water:

Natural Resources and the 
Public Estate – Section 27

The people have a right to clean air,
pure water, and to the preservation of
the natural, scenic, historic and esthetic
values of the environment. 

Pennsylvania’s public natural
resources are the common property of all
the people, including generations yet to
come. As trustee of these resources, the
Commonwealth shall conserve and main -
tain them for the benefit of all the people. 

http://www.pahouse.com/pa_const.htm
We all know federal law trumps

state law, but there is a time and place
to draw the line and appeal this odd
exemption to the US Supreme Court as
an unconstitutional infringement on
States’ Rights. This is, plain and simple,
a States’ Rights Issue. The fracking
exception attached to the Energy Act of
2005 effecively renders the Constitution
of Pennsylvania null and void.  

This issue can have legs; people
now care about water like no other issue.
We know protecting proprietary infor-
mation is necessary, but just knowing the
ingredients in a recipe does not disclose
the recipe. If we were only to tell you the
ingredients in a soufflé, could you make
one? Not likely. 

Let the fracking industry keep their
recipe, just tell us what elements and
molecules to test for in a baseline study,
and what to test for after the fracking is
over. It may be years or decades before
any toxic ingredients make their way to
our aquifer. We will need to remain
vigilant and without knowing what to
look for, the likelihood of recognizing it
is dubious.

Dr. Stephen Donovan is a member of the
BNT Groundwater Management
Committee and the Nockamixon Township
Environmental Advisory Committee.
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Water Watch

Water quality threat will require  diligent testing

a

continued from previous page

A seasonal drop of more than 50 feet is highly indicative of limited capacity and
extensive use. This amount of seasonal variation is extreme, even for
Nockamixon Township. The School’s individual daily use patterns can be
seen, but an additional periodic, massive use is clearly visible. For example,
see drarw-downs maximizing use on April 26, May 1, May 8 and May 16
(enlarged inset). These events cannot be explained by the school’s 
water use or through rainfall data. 

According to Dr. Robert Stanfield of BNT Groundwater Management,
this data instead “suggests that activity in the area over that last 50 years has
seriously stressed the aquifer. Besides the school complex and homes in the
area, there seems to a significant  seasonal consumer of water contributing
the problem. This could become serious in a drought year.” 



Planning and regulation
The primary challenge facing us

today is planning for ecologically sensi-
tive development to protect our envi-
ronment, in light of our knowledge of
past mistakes. The GRWA is setting as
a goal for the coming year the securing
of funding and resources to work with
those in neighboring Tinicum Watershed
to develop a “water budget.” Much as
we all establish monetary budgets, this
plan will be created with the idea that
we must proactively manage our shared
water resource so everyone has enough
at all times. 

One of the main points we need
to address in such a water budget is
 seasonal use surges we’ve discovered
through our well monitoring activities.
We must not allow a recharge deficit to
occur during drought times that would
cause our streams to run dry.

Water quality testing and popula-
tion surveys on the Gallows Run show
that degradation of water conditions has
impaired the diversity of invertebrate life
in the stream. This condition is caused
by pollution from increased stormwater
runoff and by seepage from failing,
older septic systems. Nockamixon
Township is in the process of reviewing
its future planning for wastewater dis-
posal to address such failures. One pro-
posed solution is to require property
owners to service their on-lot septic
systems every two years. Similar mini-
mum maintenance requirements are
becoming increasingly common in local
and state legislation throughout the
country as first-generation septic sys-
tems age and begin to fail.

Media and municipal government
The Gallows Run Watershed was

well-served by the investigative reporting
of Doylestown Intelligencer writer
Jenna Portnow, who broke the story of
the County’s mismanagement of
Hidden Valley Landfill, in allowing
untreated leachate into a tributary of
the Gallows Run. Long live a free press! 

Nockamixon Township supervisors
have been proactive in trying to ensure
that locals are informed of water quality
testing results at Hidden Valley landfill.
They’ve also taken a strong stance in

protecting its zoning ordinances from
challenges by gas drillers and mining
interests, who have responded to this
frustration with a lawsuit.

Though the suit is a costly and
time-consuming diversion of resources
for the township, we believe it also
has some very important positive
aspects. The stay has provided a win-
dow of opportunity for groups like
ours to step up our efforts at educating
the public about all that’s at stake in
this suit. It has also delayed any actual
environmental destruction. 

Open space issues
The GRWA continues to work

with landowners and local townships to
protect natural resources through land
preservation efforts. Partnerships
between Bucks County, the Pennsylvania
DCNR, Nockamixon and Durham
townships, and the Heritage Conservancy
are on the verge of preserving significant
properties in the Gallows Run Watershed.

Nockamixon Open Space
Committee is looking for volunteers to
help administer the Township’s Open
Space program. This is a wonderful
opportunity for citizens to get involved
in doing this important work and in
making a difference in our community.
Letters of interest should be sent to the
Township Building.

What we can do
Just as important to the environ-

ment as the outcome
of that suit are the
small, everyday deci-
sions each of us makes
in how we live on this
planet. We all face the
challenge of altering
our carbon-consuming
ways, and I believe a
major mission of the
GRWA is helping to
identify and then edu-
cate people about how
we can do that. 

This year, we’re
using our annual mem-
bers meeting as a plat-
form for just such work.
Please join us at our

sixth annual GRWA members meeting
at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 20.
Once again, we’re being hosted by
Johnny Mac’s American Grill for an
evening of renewing relationships with
each other, and our commitment to our
communities. 

Attendees will learn more about
our plans for the coming year in the
watershed, and what we can do as indi-
viduals and together to conserve this
beautiful corner of Upper Bucks. I will
be presenting a brief annual report of
our activities. David Hughes of
Fringetree Designs will talk to us about
environmental design and the local
ecology of our watershed. Diane Allison
will discuss her experience as a green
pioneer and how we can all lower our
carbon footprint. The GRWA Tree Squad
will share their accomplishments over
the past year, and we can all enjoy
Johnny Mac’s chili. 

As always, please take a few
moments to use the enclosed form to
renew your membership, as your dues
directly enable us to continue our
important work on behalf of us all.
Better yet, make a copy of the form and
give it to at least one other person,
 asking them to join our work toward a
healthy tomorrow for the watershed.

P.S. Be sure to catch the exhibit of my
paintings of the Gallows Run, opening 7 pm
at Palisades High School Community Gallery
Nov. 19 and running through Dec. 15.

Letter From the President
continued from page 1

Deteriorating sloped stone and mortar wall embankment on
Route 611 to Gallows Run, between bridges at either end of
Old Easton Rd. in Kintnersville. The wall is crumbling in
many areas from vegetation growth through the wall, drainage
culverts and erosion. Nockamixon Township recently received
positive response from PennDOT to GRWA’s request for an
investigation of the wall's condition and a maintenance
 schedule to prevent a major failure of the wall and any impact
on the Gallows Run and Rt. 611. – Photo by Todd Stone
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Responsible Planning and the Protection of Our Tools 

By Sanci Tenney
A recurring theme in Upper Bucks

Futures has been the importance of
strategic planning and decision-making
that will result in a viable and healthy
future for all. Many tools are used in this
process in Nockamixon: 
• The township’s Comprehensive Plan

serves as the “blueprint.” From this
instrument come zoning and ordi-
nances to regulate types of land use
allowed, to avoid danger, nuisances
and to promote healthy, sustainable
and orderly development.

• Subdivision and land development
ordinances (SALDO) set forth require-
ments, standards and procedures
 concerning the subdivision of land and
land development. 

• The Open Space Plan and Park and
Recreation Plan set goals for the preser -
vation of open space and natural
resources, and provide for active and
passive recreation. 

Taken together, these tools help reduce
detrimental impacts to the surrounding
community and coordinate the provision
of infrastructure that will sustainably
accommodate new development.

Participation in this important decision-
making process happens when con-
cerned citizens attend meetings, ask
questions, voice their concerns and offer
constructive solutions to the many chal-
lenges of the complex planning process. 

Act No. 247 of the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC)
gives local municipalities authority to
enact and enforce ordinances to protect
the health, safety and welfare of all citizens.

At times, ordinances and zoning laws
are challenged by appeal to the township
zoning hearing board. Sometimes, this
step is bypassed by taking a matter
directly to court. The following provides
an update of major recent challenges to
Nockamixon, and an affirmation of local
authority to enforce ordinances. It’s proof
that the complex planning process works.

Zoning Ordinance/
Quarry Procedural Challenge

Hanson Aggregates hopes to expand
operations adjacent to its existing 63-
acre quarry—located along Route 611
near the Route 412 intersection in
Harrow—onto an additional 20 acres.
Hanson purchased the property from
Better Materials in 2003. This land is

zoned Commercial and ordinances do
not allow for such mining use. 

It was the consensus of the Planning
Commission last year not to endorse the
re-zoning and expansion, noting lack of
any benefit to the township and continued
concerns including: 
• the negative effect on water and

aquifer recharge
• effect on the water table of vertical

extraction to 300 feet in existing quarry
•  public safety when possibly closing

down Upper Bucks’ only major
north/south artery during blasting

• increasing the quarry’s surface area
• need for a reclamation plan when

excavation is completed
• lack of agreement on surrounding well

replacement
• the balance of zoning districts

A public hearing was “delayed” by
Hanson Aggregates in August, 2007,
yet the company has been before the
zoning hearing board numerous times
since April of 2008. Hanson has chal-
lenged the validity of Nockamixon’s
entire zoning ordinance, claiming
improper procedures during ordinance
adoption. They argue that two ordinance
decisions made in 1968 and 1990 were
not properly filed, organized and adver-
tised to the public, since they are missing
proof of publication, notice of publica-
tion and letters to the law library. They
claim these process flaws make our
entire ordinance invalid.

Hanson’s attorney argues that Hanson
did not and does not rely on local zoning,
despite following annual township ordi-
nance requirements to renew its permit.   

The township, through solicitor Jordan
Yeager, notes that Hanson not only was
aware of township zoning, but relied on
it for continued operations, seeking a
variance and setting a parcel purchase
price for the acreage zoned for quarry
operations. A quarry limited by local
zoning regulation is less valuable at sale
than one not so bound.

At the October hearing, testimony
from the community included: 
• memory of the existence of zoning

ordinance/amendments and the ability
to have participated in the decision-
making process of their enactment

• the importance of township zoning in

the township's long-term vision and
day-to-day decisions

• reliance on the ordinance in significant
financial decisions to live in the com-
munity and/or comply with zoning

• concern over the affect on the health,
safety and welfare of the community,
should there be no regulation.  
Hearings have been extended to

November 13th, when Hanson’s attor-
ney will be able to present a rebuttal.
Both attorneys will present final arguments
before the zoning hearing board. The
board then has 45 days to hold another
public meeting to state their final decision.
We look forward to a positive outcome.

SALDO Amendment: Water Resources;
Well Protection Ordinance Challenge

Adopted after an April public hearing,
township codes were amended with an
ordinance that protects the quantity and
quality of Nockamixon’s water resources,
by placing restrictions on new well con-
struction and existing well modifications.
This allows sustainable development and
ensures protection of the community’s
greatest resource: water. Two years in
the making, the ordinance is based by
planners on geology, scientific data,
expected conditions during a 50-year
drought and weather unpredictability. 

While existing well replacement would
not come under the ordinance's jurisdic-
tion, the new legislation will impact the
average size of lots in major new subdi-
visions or land development. 

In part, the ordinance: 
• requires well testing and water impact

studies before preliminary plan approval
• addresses responsibility for adverse

effects on nearby wells and sets mini-
mum water yield standards

• sets requirements and standards for
water quality analyses, well construc-
tion and water conservation
In August, the ordinance was chal-

lenged to the Bureau of Occupational
and Industrial Safety on the grounds that
it exceeded the International Plumbing
Code of 2006 incorporated in the
Uniform Construction Code (UCC), and
that it was adopted without the review of
the Bureau, which administers the UCC
in Pennsylvania. Just recently, the Bureau
rejected this complaint.

Sanci Tenney sits on the Nockamixon
Open Space Committee.
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River Road finally opens full length; Communities celebrate!

Recent Events

On Friday, October 24, local dignitaries cut a ribbon across Route 32 in
front of the Indian Rock Inn, signifying the completion of PennDOT's
repair work on the section of road that was almost completely washed out
by the three floods between 2004-2006. The community celebrated with a
small parade ending at the Inn, whose owners, Tom and Bev Schweder,
offered a free public buffet to celebrate being back in business. 

– Top photo by Mary Shafer. Right photo by Todd Stone.
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